482               Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
LICE
The common body louse is so named because it spends its entire life on the body of a fowl. It is found more often on the sparsely feathered parts of the body, the favorite location being below the vent. The body louse is large enough to be seen easily with the naked eye. It is usually yellow in color. Chickens suffer from many varieties of lice, but this causes more trouble than all the others combined. This louse does not suck blood, but feeds on the scales from the skin and causes irritation by the bite it inflicts.
Body lice are both male and female. The female produces eggs and sticks them near the base of the feathers. Large masses of eggs are frequently observed where the feather emerges from the shaft. When young birds are attacked, the eggs are often deposited on the feathers near the head and'neck. The eggs hatch in about a week and the lice become mature in another three weeks or less. Since lice breed very fast, it does not take long before a bird may become heavily infested. When the birds are closely housed lice spread through the flock by direct contact.
How to rid a flock of lice
Lice are unnecessary. There are hundreds of louse eradi-cators, but the .one that has stood the test of time and trial is sodium fluoride. This is a white powder which may be secured from any drug-store. It is cheap and far more effective than any of the other agents commonly used.
Sodium fluoride may be purchased in two forms, commercial or chemically pure. The commercial is the cheapest and best. The powder is not poisonous unless used in food by mistake. When it is applied, small amounts may be breathed which sometimes causes a mild irritation of the nose and throat. Too much, of course, might prove harmful. Under ordinary circumstances no danger will come from the use of this treatment if simple precautions are taken. The best time of the year to treat a flock is in the